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attend one-on-one antiunion meetings 
with their supervisors. 

Some would have us believe that 
unions can be just as bad, but the data 
doesn’t back that up. 

In her testimony before a House com-
mittee earlier this year, Nancy 
Schiffer, an attorney with AFL–CIO, 
told that they had reviewed 113 cases 
cited by the HR Policy Association as 
‘‘involving’’ fraud coercion. 

It found that only 42 decisions actu-
ally identified coercion, fraud or mis-
representation in the signing of union 
authorization forms—and that’s since 
the passage of the National Labor Re-
lations Act in 1935. That is less than 
one case per year. 

Compare that one case a year with 
the more than 31,000 cases filed in 2005 
alone of employers engaging in illegal 
firings and other discrimination 
against workers for exercising their 
right to form a union. Clearly, unions 
have proven to be good faith actors in 
this process. 

Fourth, it does not change an em-
ployer’s free speech or property rights. 
One thing this bill does not change is 
the access to employees that exists 
today. Currently, employers have full 
access to employees during the work-
day. Unions do not. This bill leaves 
that relationship unchanged. 

Finally, it does not bankrupt or 
harm businesses. Opponents to this bill 
would also have us believe allowing 
workers the free choice of forming a 
union would be bad for business or 
would bankrupt employers. Again 
nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

We know that majority sign up can 
work for employers and employees be-
cause it is already happening for some 
progressive employers. Take Cingular 
Wireless, now known as AT&T, for ex-
ample. 

In my home State of Washington, we 
have seen proof that companies can re-
main competitive and profitable and 
still follow the law and respect worker 
rights. 

Cingular Wireless gave its workers in 
Bothell, WA, the free choice they are 
entitled to. As a result, nearly 1,000 
workers in my hometown decided to or-
ganize, and Cingular won praise for its 
responsible, respectful approach to em-
ployee choice. 

Today, the company continues to be 
one of the top wireless providers in the 
country. Choosing to respect their em-
ployees’ choice to unionize did not 
bankrupt them or make them any less 
competitive. 

This bill helps us find the right bal-
ance in relationship between workers 
and management. I hope that my col-
leagues will join with me in raising our 
voices in support of workers and their 
families by voting yes on this bill. 

Thank you Mr. President, 
I wish to speak to amendment No. 

1614 sponsored by Senators BYRD, 
LANDRIEU, WEBB, ROCKEFELLER, 
SALAZAR, and TESTER. 

The energy bill we have been debat-
ing this week is going to bring us 

greater energy independence and clean 
up our energy supply to help combat 
climate change. 

The bill is clean and green and will 
make great strides in developing clean 
energy sources, and increasing effi-
ciency. 

But we must admit that we have 
done little in this bill to address Amer-
ica’s largest energy resource and also 
one of our largest polluters—coal. 

Coal supplies over half of our elec-
tricity generation, it drives our indus-
try and manufacturing and can be 
turned into a liquid transportation fuel 
to replace foreign oil. 

Coal is relatively cheap and easily 
accessible. 

We have enough coal for 250 years if 
we keep using it at the same rate that 
we are now. 

Not only are we going to keep using 
coal, but most energy experts predict 
we are going to use more of it in the fu-
ture. 

But we have to start doing better 
when it comes to greenhouse gas emis-
sions from coal. 

I do not believe that government has 
been providing the right incentives to 
move the coal industry in the right di-
rection. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF JUNETEENTH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 231 and the 
Senate then proceed to its consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 231) recognizing the 

historical significance of Juneteenth Inde-
pendence Day and expressing the sense of the 
Senate that history should be regarded as a 
means for understanding the past solving the 
challenges of the future. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today is 
the 142nd anniversary of Juneteenth, a 
day when our Nation celebrates the 
complete abolition of slavery. The 
Emancipation Proclamation freed 
slaves beginning January 1, 1863, and 
brought to an end what Abraham Lin-
coln called ‘‘two hundred and fifty 
years of unrequited toil.’’ America’s 
Civil War had ended at Appomattox, 
VA, in April 1865, but it was not until 
June 19, 1865, 2 months later, and a full 
21⁄2 years after the Emancipation Proc-
lamation that the news finally reached 
Galveston, TX. That day has become 
known throughout our Nation as 
‘‘Juneteenth.’’ 

In communities across the country, 
Juneteenth is an occasion for all Amer-
icans to reflect on a tragic period that 
shaped our Nation and continues to in-
fluence us yet today. For Marylanders, 
Juneteenth is a time to reflect upon 
our own history. Slavery existed in 

Maryland from the State’s inception as 
an English colony. In 1664, slavery was 
officially sanctioned by law, and it 
thrived until 1864 when it was abol-
ished with ratification of a new State 
constitution. 

In 1820, Maryland’s population was 
approximately 400,000, less than one- 
tenth our current size. The slightly 
more than 100,000 slaves in Maryland 
accounted for one-quarter of Mary-
land’s population, while the 39,000 free 
Black Marylanders accounted for near-
ly 10 percent. By 1860, the State’s over-
all population had grown considerably, 
while the number of slaves had de-
clined to about 87,000, or 13 percent, 
while the number of slaves had free 
Blacks numbered about 83,000 or 12 per-
cent. 

Although Maryland was a slave 
State, it did not secede from the Union. 
And the contributions of Marylanders 
to the Union cause and the abolitionist 
movement did much to tilt the na-
tional balance in favor of freedom. 
Antislavery activists—Black and 
White, free and enslaved—took tremen-
dous risks for the cause of freedom. 
Harriet Tubman, who was born 
Araminta Ross in Dorchester County, 
and Frederick Douglass, who was born 
Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey 
in Talbot County, were both born into 
slavery, put their own lives on the line 
as courageous crusaders for freedom. 
Having escaped their own captors, they 
dedicated their lives to fighting for the 
emancipation of all slaves. They are 
true American heroes. 

This year, the Maryland General As-
sembly passed a resolution that I will 
quote here in part: 

Resolved by the General Assembly of 
Maryland, That the State of Maryland ex-
presses profound regret for the role that 
Maryland played in instituting and main-
taining slavery and for the discrimination 
that was slavery’s legacy; and be it further 

Resolved, That the State of Maryland com-
mits itself to the formation of a more perfect 
union among its citizens regardless of color, 
creed, or race; and be it further 

Resolved, That the State of Maryland re-
commits itself to the principle that all peo-
ple are equal and equally endowed with in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. 

Today, on the 142nd anniversary of 
Juneteenth, I wish to commend my 
former colleagues in the Maryland 
General Assembly for this resolution, 
and I urge all my colleagues in the 
Senate to join me in celebrating 
Juneteenth and honoring those who 
made that day possible. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, today we 
celebrate Juneteenth Independence 
Day in observance of the date upon 
which slavery finally came to an end in 
the United States, June 19, 1865. It was 
on this date that slaves in the South-
west finally learned of the end of slav-
ery. Although passage of the 13th 
amendment in January 1865 legally 
abolished slavery, many African Amer-
icans remained in servitude due to the 
slow dissemination of this news across 
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the country. Since that time, 143 years 
ago, the descendants of slaves have ob-
served this anniversary of emanci-
pation as a remembrance of one of the 
most tragic periods of our Nation’s his-
tory. The suffering, degradation, and 
brutality of slavery cannot be repaired, 
but the memory can serve to ensure 
that no such inhumanity is ever per-
petrated again on American soil. 

Throughout the Nation, we also cele-
brate the many important achieve-
ments of former slaves and their de-
scendants. We do so because in 1926 Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson, son of former 
slaves, proposed such a recognition as a 
way of preserving the history of Afri-
can Americans and recognizing the 
enormous contributions of a people of 
great strength, dignity, faith, and con-
viction—a people who rendered their 
achievements for the betterment and 
advancement of a Nation once lacking 
in humanity towards them. Every Feb-
ruary, nationwide, we celebrate Afri-
can American History Month. And, 
every year on June 19 we celebrate 
Juneteenth Independence Day. 

I am happy to join with my col-
leagues, Senators DURBIN, REID, 
OBAMA, STABENOW, BROWNBACK, KERRY, 
LANDRIEU, CARDIN, LIEBERMAN, 
MCCASKILL, CLINTON, LEAHY, KENNEDY, 
DODD, SANDERS, MENENDEZ, BROWN, 
PRYOR, and LAUTENBERG, in commemo-
rating Juneteenth Independence Day 
with the submission of S. Res. 231, 
which the Senate has just adopted, in 
recognition of the end of slavery and to 
never forget even the worst aspects of 
our Nation’s history. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I 
am pleased that, S. Res. 231, a resolu-
tion recognizing historic Juneteenth 
Independence Day, has passed the Sen-
ate. 

June 19 is an ordinary day for many 
Americans, is a significant day for 
those who know its history. 
Juneteenth Independence Day cele-
brates June 19, 1865, when Union sol-
diers led by MG Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, TX, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free. 

Americans across the United States 
continue the tradition of celebrating 
Juneteenth Independence Day as inspi-
ration and encouragement for future 
generations. 

The legislation recognizes the signifi-
cance of Juneteenth Independence Day 
and supports its continued celebration 
as an opportunity for the people of the 
United States to learn more about the 
past and to understand more fully the 
experiences that have shaped our na-
tion. 

As Americans, we must remember 
the lessons learned from slavery. 
Juneteenth is a day that all Ameri-
cans, of all races, creeds, and ethnic 
backgrounds, can celebrate freedom 
and the end of slavery in the United 
States. 

I am pleased to recognize historic 
Juneteenth Independence Day and 
proud that the Senate has passed this 
important resolution. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 231) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 231 

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not 
reach frontier areas of the United States, 
and in particular the Southwestern States, 
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion 
of the Civil War; 

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free; 

Whereas African Americans who had been 
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19, 
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation; 

Whereas African Americans from the 
Southwest continue the tradition of cele-
brating Juneteenth Independence Day as in-
spiration and encouragement for future gen-
erations; 

Whereas, for more than 140 years, 
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations 
have been held to honor African American 
freedom while encouraging self-development 
and respect for all cultures; 

Whereas, although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a 
national, and even global, event, the history 
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all people of the United 
States, regardless of background, religion, or 
race: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) recognizes the historical significance of 

Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation; 
(B) supports the continued celebration of 

Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an 
opportunity for the people of the United 
States to learn more about the past and to 
understand better the experiences that have 
shaped the Nation; and 

(C) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Juneteenth Independence 
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, 
and programs; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) history should be regarded as a means 

for understanding the past and solving the 
challenges of the future; and 

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is 
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). Morning business is closed. 

CREATING LONG-TERM ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES FOR THE NA-
TION ACT OF 2007 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 6, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6) to reduce our Nation’s de-

pendence on foreign oil by investing in clean, 
renewable, and alternative energy resources, 
promoting new emerging energy tech-
nologies, developing greater efficiency, and 
creating a Strategic Energy Efficiency and 
Renewables Reserve to invest in alternative 
energy, and for other purposes? 

Pending: 
Reid amendment No. 1502, in the nature of 

a substitute. 
Reid (for Bingaman) amendment No. 1537 

(to Amendment No. 1502), to provide for a re-
newable portfolio standard. 

Klobuchar (for Bingaman) amendment No. 
1573 (to Amendment No. 1537), to provide for 
a renewable portfolio standard. 

Bingaman (for Klobuchar) amendment No. 
1557 (to Amendment No. 1502), to establish a 
national greenhouse gas registry. 

Kohl amendment No. 1519 (to Amendment 
No. 1502), to amend the Sherman Act to 
make oil-producing and exporting cartels il-
legal. 

Kohl (for DeMint) amendment No. 1546 (to 
amendment No. 1502), to provide that legisla-
tion that would increase the national aver-
age fuel prices for automobiles is subject to 
a point of order in the Senate. 

Corker amendment No. 1608 (to amendment 
No. 1502), to allow clean fuels to meet the re-
newable fuel standard. 

Cardin amendment No. 1520 (to amendment 
No. 1502), to promote the energy independ-
ence of the United States. 

Domenici (for Thune) amendment No. 1609 
(to amendment No. 1502), to provide require-
ments for the designation of national inter-
est electric transmission corridors. 

Cardin amendment No. 1610 (to amendment 
No. 1502), to provide for the siting, construc-
tion, expansion, and operation of liquefied 
natural gas terminals. 

Collins amendment No. 1615 (to amend-
ment No. 1502), to provide for the develop-
ment and coordination of a comprehensive 
and integrated U.S. research program that 
assists the people of the United States and 
the world to understand, assess, and predict 
human-induced and natural processes of ab-
rupt climate change. 

Domenici (for Bunning-Domenici) amend-
ment No. 1628 (to Amendment No. 1502), to 
provide standards for clean coal-derived 
fuels. 

Bingaman (for Tester) amendment No. 1614 
(to amendment No. 1502), to establish a pro-
gram to provide loans for projects to produce 
syngas from coal and other feedstocks while 
simultaneously reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and reliance of the United States 
on petroleum and natural gas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be up to 
21⁄2 hours of debate with respect to 
amendment No. 1628, offered by the 
Senator from Kentucky, Mr. BUNNING, 
and amendment No. 1614, offered by the 
Senator from Montana, Mr. TESTER, 
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between Senator BUNNING, Sen-
ator TESTER or their designees. 

The Senator from Montana is recog-
nized. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I wish 
to speak to amendment No. 1614, spon-
sored by Senators BYRD, ROCKEFELLER, 
LANDRIEU, SALAZAR, WEBB, and myself. 
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